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the river when the eclipse began. This .was afterwards
declared to. be an exaggerated statement, but it is certain
many lives were lost, though how many was not ascer-
tained, as a number were carried 'away by the stream.
Sj^cial care .was afterwards taken by the authorities to
prevent such catastrophes. After stopping some time
at Raj Ghat I returned .to my home, musing on .what
I had seeny and longing for the .time fvhen the millions
of India will seek cleansing and life, where alone they,
can be found;
Towards the end of 1840 I went to Allahabad, seventy,
miles north-west of Benares, to take part in evangelistic;
work at a great mela held there annually, as I thought I
might be able to render some help to my brethren.
Allahabad, called Pryag by the Hindus, is at the con-
fiuence'of the Ganges and the Jumna,-and all such places,
are deemed sacred. It js said there is a third river, the
^Suruswatee, once visible but now underground, and the
place'is therefore called Tribeni~the threefold stream.
Pryag has—been for many years a famous place of pil-
grimage, and'every year a mela is held, which'is at its;
height for some seven 'days, but is kept on for weeks. It
is held in the cold weatherf December or January; and;
next'to Hurdwar, where the Ganges issues from the
mountains, draws a greater crowd than any other mela in
Northern India. Bathing at Tribeni is "peculiarly meri-
torious in some years, and in these there is a vastly
increased attendance. Except on the occasion of eclipses
there is no such gathering even at Benares; but very many
who go to Allahabad, before returning to their home, often
a distant home, pay a visit to the sacred city.
At one time the Government imposed a ^tx on pilgrims
to this mela, but it was taken off in 1838 or 1839.

